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Student Recognition: Micah Eubanks

Micah Eubanks, a familiar face on the Old Charlotte Highway Campus, has
heen nominated for the North Carolina Community College System Academic
Excellence Award.

“The decision | made to return to college, earn a degree and further my
education was founded on the economy,” he said. Many adults have made
that career-enhancing decision during the recession. Micah Eubanks took
it a step further and was accepted into the Phi Theta Kappa International
Honor Society. While there, he served as chapter officer and president and
is currently serving as vice president of the Carolinas Region representing
North Carolina.

Eubanks will graduate from SPCC with a degree in Computer Information
Technology in 2012. His original plan was for the CIT degree to be a backup
skill set in case the company that he’s served for 18 years, Consolidated
Metco, was tosuffer layoffs. But his time at SPCC evolved into more than justa
need to have additional career skills. Seeing his hard work and determination
toward his studies, and his induction and active participation in Phi Theta
Kappa, his two sons have made the decision to further their educations.

For that, Eubanks is very appreciative of SPCC. “I am so grateful to my family,
advisors, instructors and staff that not only motivated me to achieve, but
went way above and beyond to see to it that | succeeded.”

Micah Eubanks

SPCC Student, Computer Information Technology
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Santa enjoys
time in Myrtle

Beach!

Christmas For The Kids

One of the hallmarks of Phi Theta Kappa is service. The Alpha Nu Sigma chapter at
Horry-Georgetown Technical College organized an event that would not only serve the com-
munity, but would also bring together Phi Theta Kappa members in fellowship. On December
11, 2010, our chapter hosted a Christmas party for children from the Seacoast Youth Academy
in Myrtle Beach. The Seacoast Youth Academy is a group home for children who display
emotional and/or behavioral problems and who have had difficulty being placed in foster
homes. The primary goal of the project was to provide Christmas for children who may not
otherwise receive gifts. This included providing a picture with Santa Claus for each child be-
cause many children in foster care do not have pictures from their childhood and chapter mem-
bers wanted to provide a special memory for this group of children.

Planning for the event took approximately two months, and our chapter members
worked hard to provide an engaging and enjoyable experience for the children. The activities
planned were designed to be engaging, entertaining, and allow for creative expression. Sister
chapter members from Williamsburg Technical College helped with the event by providing a
“cookie making” station for the children. Santa Claus himself attended! He sat in a big rock-
ing chair and had each child sit on his lap for a picture while telling Santa what they wanted
for Christmas. Additionally, the chapter provided a laptop and wireless color printer, so each
child could have their picture with Santa to put in their custom made frames. Santa’s elf was
also in attendance to give out the toys to the children and pose for pictures. Each child was
delighted to see Santa and enjoyed unwrapping their gifts. All of the children were very ap-
preciative, as we heard many “thank yous” and hugs were plenty that day. Each child also
received a gift bag full of puzzles, coloring books, silly bands, candy, a stuffed animal, and
school supplies that were collected during chapter drives on each campus of Horry-
Georgetown Technical College.

The event was a great success for the chapter, our college, the Seacoast Youth Acade-
my and the community. The activities were creative and original, and they allowed for chapter
members to interact with the children directly. Our event brought some holiday joy to children
who otherwise would not have a “family” Christmas. Overall, the event was a great success,
allowing our chapter to continue its mission of leadership, fellowship, and community service.
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Doing Our Part

Alpha Alpha Jota has been
committed to the Carolina’s
Region 4-Gig Challenge all
year through multiple activi-
ties and projects. Our largest
project was the Chapter's con-
tinued involvement in the
"Adopt a Highway" program
on Springsteen Road in Rock
Hill, SC. Springsteen Road is
a mostly residential street that
connects two major through-
ways in Rock Hill. As the
area has experienced addi-

walk the length of this street,
picking up garbage and waste
and separating what they find
into trash and recyclable
items. The members enjoy
participating, not only be-
cause of the benefit to the
area, but also because of the
fellowship with each other.
The Chapter also further en-

gaged in activities that pro-
moted our “green spirit” at
the college’s Welcome Back

vided bins to recycle every-
thing from cell phones to ink
cartridges. This year Alpha
Alpha Jota has taken pride in
participating in environmen-
tally conscious projects, and
we hope to bring a message
of sustainability through our
actions that impacts the area
for years to come.
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Rain or shine
Alpha Alpha
lota puts in the

time.

Blast held in the first week of
the fall semester. The Chapter
members at this event distrib-

tional development, traffic
has increased, as have litter
and pollution. Four times a
year, in pleasant as well as
inclement weather, members

uted literature on environ-
mental topics as well as pro-

Hey, Kids! We’re making a movie!

Sometimes, there’s a certain bit of serendipity involved in what we do here at Phi Theta Kappa. Hopefully, you’ve experienced
it too — that magical momentum that suddenly strikes at the project, where people start to harmonize and things actually get
done. That’s what has happened to us here at the Alpha Phi Nu chapter of Craven Community College, which is located in
New Bern. New Bern is in the Eastern part of North Carolina, and was founded by the ever-so Swiss Baron Christopher de
Graffenried in 1710. For my fellow English majors, I have been informed that upon performing the appropriate math proce-
dures — which include the option of some strange bedeviled operation known as ‘subtraction’ - that 2010 marks the 300" anni-
versary of our city.

Of course all the giant 300" banners throughout the city kind of give that away too. Near the end of 2009, our Phi Theta Kappa
chapter was approached by the city’s 300" committee with an intriguing proposition. We would research various historical
figures and events throughout the city’s 300 years, which we would then condense into radio spots for our local NPR affiliate —
Public Radio East.

So that you may have a small taste of our popular culture, current North Carolina governor Beverly Perdue calls New Bern
home, as does popular author Nicholas Sparks. Pepsi was invented here, and New Bern was North Carolina’s first capital prior
to Raleigh. This is the kind of general knowledge we had going into the project. We had, however, no idea about Bayard
Wooten — the feisty suffragette at the turn of the 20" century who took the first ever aerial photograph of the city while standing
on the wing of a plane with a camera between her knees. Or about Abraham Galloway — the runaway slave and Union Spymas-
ter who eventually became a North Carolina Senator despite never learning to read or write.

Deeper and deeper we dug into our history, discovering that the very modern and fast food lined James City — a town immedi-
ately adjacent to New Bern, was set up as a refuge for former slaves after the Civil War, where starving children were clothed in
shirts made out of sails. We met with leaders of Civil Rights sit-ins, the town’s first female mayor, and NBA Hall of Famer
Walt Bellamy among so many others. We took in mountains of information, writing lengthy research papers, some capping
out around 1,000-2,000 words. And then....we realized we only had 42 seconds of air time to sum up complex people and
events. That is roughly around one hundred words. We all became excellent editors this year.

The reception to our democratized information has been fantastic from both the college and the city. As we finish out the radio
aspect of our Tricentennial Minutes, we are moving to the next phase. On September 2™ of 2010, our chapter received a $1,000
grant from the Craven County Foundation to begin the process of creating a documentary entitled “Voices of New Bern”. A
crew has all ready been assembled, and we hope that we can someday share our finished product with all you wonderful and
beautiful folks of the Carolinas Region.
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PhiTheta Kappa Induction Ceremony

Forty-Six RCC Students
Inducted Into Honor
Society—Forty-six students
were welcomed into Beta Theta
Rho, RCC'’s Five-Star Phi Theta
Kappa chapter, during the fall
induction ceremony on Tuesday,
Nov. 30, in the R. Alton Cox
Learning Resources Center
auditorium, RCC President
Robert S. Shackleford Jr. was the
guest speaker at the ceremony,
and Anne Hockett, vice president
for instructional services, made
closing remarks. For the full story,
g0 to huep://www.tandolph.edu/
newevents/2010/2010-12-01.php.

Forty-six students were welcomed into Beta Theta Rho,
RCC’s Five-Star Phi Theta Kappa chapter, during the fall
induction ceremony on Tuesday, Nov. 30,in the R. Alton Cox
Learning Resources Center auditorium.
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The Bailey Wall
By Cynthia Schwartz, President, Alpha Upsilon Eta Chapter

A bright yellow wall greets visitors and students to our Student Services Building at Asheville-Buncombe Technical
Community College. The wall has a bright blue Phi Theta Kappa sign which is surrounded by our chapter’s awards and recog-
nitions. As a part of our chapter goal for 2010, we elected to work on our visibility. Our Vice President of Student Services,
Dr. Dennis King, showed his full support of our efforts by giving us a prime location for an awards wall for Alpha Upsilon Eta.
As Kristina Carpenter, a new member and our new Recording Secretary, noted, the wall “shows that our school is proud of us!”
Virginia West, another member in our chapter also thought that the gift of this wall by the administration was “indicative of
their pride in our accomplishments.” The wall gives students, administrators, and visitors a chance to see the hard work of our
chapter and entices students to get involved with our organization.

The chapter discussed the importance of the wall and how it shows the importance of the Four Hallmarks that mem-
bers have dedicated themselves to throughout the years. It shows pride and honor in our work. Our Communications Secretary,
Ana Soto, added, “The new Phi Theta Kappa wall is a source of pride for me and the chapter ... Seeing the wall during package
writing ... was very inspiring because I realized how hard others had worked to make the chapter what it is today.” Tammy
Sawyer, our Chapter Historian, responded, “When the day comes for me to graduate, I will leave behind a plaque on the wall
that will symbolize my contribution to our scholarship, leadership, service, and fellowship.” A new member of Phi Theta Kap-
pa, Tamsen Turener, said, “The awards wall is a symbol of recognition from the college. Having recently joined the chapter, I
feel welcomed into a very special organization. It can serve as outreach as well as a celebration of our successes.” Dr. King
reminded us, “We are extremely pleased to provide our wonderful Phi Theta Kappa chapter space to display the accomplish-
ments of their recent history. It is my hope that the Phi Theta Kappa wall continues to grow as the organization is annually rec-
ognized for its accomplishments. The organization is a jewel on our campus.” Alpha Upsilon Eta will work hard not to let Dr.
King or the college down and looks forward to presenting him with awards to add to this beautiful wall.

In the photo below are some of the current officers of the Alpha Upsilon Eta Chapter with Dr. King. In the back row,

left to right, they are Yesho Atil (Advisor), Alan Carver (SGA Representative), Kristina Carpenter (Recording Secretary), Cyn-
thia B. Schwartz (President), Sami Forrest (Vice President), Tammy Sawyer (Historian), Raymond Thormin-Odum (Public
Relations Officer), and Lisa York (Advisor). In the front row, left to right, they are Ana Soto (Communications Secretary) and
Dr. King (Vice President of Student Services at Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College (A-B Tech). Not shown
here are Nina Reynolds (SGA Representative), Wendy Robinson (Fellowship Officer), and Jennifer Browning (Advisor).
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